
Year End Report

ACOA Activities
2009



The 2009 Executive Committee
• CDR Ross Spears

• CDR Danice Eaton

• LT Jasen Kunz
• CAPT Mary Naughton

• LCDR Lauren Zapata

• CAPT David Callahan
• CDR Valarie Wilson

• CDR Eddie Weiss

• LCDR Anna Satcher-Johnson
• CDR Nicole Flowers

• CAPT Marta Guerra

• LCDR Jamie Mutter
• LCDR Michael King



A Team Effort

• ACOA “Firsts”
– National Conference

– Liability issues
– Membership 

– Honor Cadre support
– Permanent Display Case 

– APFT improvements



2009 National COA Symposium

• First meeting in Atlanta since 
2002

• Four support committees 
organized

• Record Attendance

• Record Income
• Excellent Program
• Successful Run/Walk



2008 Branch of the Year Award



Liability Issues

• First informed of liability issues in Dec 2008
– HHS policy requires provision for liability protection 

for employee associations

• Approach
– Obtained affordable insurance
– Incorporated as a nonprofit
– Developed safety review procedures resulting in

• Suspension of roadside cleanups
• Improvements in APFT Safety



Membership

• Dedicated one individual to focus on new 
membership
– Developed Welcome Packets

– Ensured timely additions to listserv

• Addition of first civilian member (non-
retiree)—Dave Thomas

• Retiree member support



More “Firsts”

• Honor Cadre Resurrected
– CDR Edecia Richards 

(Color Guard)
– CDR Ross Spears 

(Aides/Escorts)
– Funding from CCPO
– Support from HHS Regional 

Office

• Display Case in CCPO 
Office



Communications Committee
• Co-Chairs

– CDR Valarie Wilson

– CAPT David Callahan

• Members
– LCDR Michael King
– CDR Vasavi Thomas

– CAPT W.A. Sweeting
– CDR Kim Walker



Communications Committee

• Produced five issues 
of The Signal

• Drafted the Branch 
of the Year 
nomination narrative

• Updated the Atlanta 
COA Web site



www.atlantacoa.com



Community Service Committee
• Co-Chairs

– CDR Eddie Weiss
– LCDR Anna Satcher Johnson

• Members
CDR Jacqueline Thomas, CDR Edecia Richards, CDR 
Kim Walker, LCDR Suzanne Beavers, LCDR Tegan 
Boehmer, LCDR Letia Boseman, LCDR Darrlyn 
Cornelius-Averhart, LCDR Juanika Mainor-Harper, LCDR 
Tarissa Mitchell, LCDR Melissa Morrison, LCDR Adriane 
Niare, LCDR Jeremy Nickels, LCDR Paula Peters, LCDR 
Eric Pevzner, LCDR Melanie Ross, LCDR Andrea 
Sharma, LCDR Jennifer Verani and LT Charlene 
Majersky



Community Service Committee

• Completed regular projects in 2009
– Jean R. Amos USO 

• Every 3rd weekend
• December 19th 15-hour shift 

– Habitat for Humanity, Café 458, Camp Children’s w/ 
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta at Egleston, Community 
Garden w/ Atlanta Food Bank

• New projects in 2009
– MedShare International
– Atlanta Community Food Bank
– The William Breman Jewish Home



Bingo Project w/
The William Breman Jewish Home 

USO

MedShare International

Café 458

Atlanta Community 
Food Bank

Habitat for Humanity



Professional Development 
Committee

• Co-Chairs
– CDR Nicole Flowers
– CAPT Marta Guerra

• Members
– CDR Kim Walker
– CDR Shelley Magill
– LCDR Sue Partridge
– LCDR Djenaba Joseph
– LT Chris Fletcher



Professional Development 
Committee

• Organized 6 Lunch & Learns - 2009
– Assimilation (Jan) 

– Jobs ( Feb) 
– Uniforms ( Jul) 

– COERS (Aug) 
– Promotions (Oct) 

– GI Bill (Dec) 



Professional Development 
Committee

• Sponsored a Question/Answer session and 
luncheon for newly commissioned officers/EIS 
officers, July 2009

• Staffed officers during 5 days of 2010 EIS 
candidate interviews for recruitment of new 
officers – October, November 2009

• Organized new APFT program in conjunction 
with Lifestyle Fitness Centers – December 2009



Special Projects- Professional 
Photography

• Spring Session - 27 Officers had their 
formal officer portraits taken

• Fall Session - 16 Officers had their formal 
officer portraits taken (of 23 reservations)



Special Projects - Promotion 
Ceremony

• July 24, 2009 at 9:30 am with 
reception to follow

• 32 officers attended and 
participated in the Promotion 
Ceremony

• RADM Robert C. Williams 
delivered the keynote address.

• CDR Ross Spears was the 
Master of Ceremony for the 
event

• The PHS Choral Ensemble 
provided music for the event  



Special Projects – Fall Social

• Piedmont Park 
pavilion on October 
3rd

• 28 Officers RSVP’d
for 57 adults and 8 
children

• About 35 attended
• Catered by Willy’s 

Mexican Cantina



Farewell to CDR Danice K. Eaton

• Vice President 2007
• President 2008

– Winner, COA Branch of the Year

• Past President 2009
• Other Roles

– Election Committee Chair 2009
– Web designer
– Newsletter



Elections

• Election Committee
– CDR Danice Eaton
– CDR Jeff Bosshart
– CDR Ross Spears

• Welcome New EC 
Members!

VP—LT Chris Fletcher
Treasurer—CDR Linda West
Secretary--Jamie Mutter

Members at Large
CDR Rachel Avchen
LCDR Ezra Barzillay
LCDR Dianna Densmore
CDR Nicole Flowers
LT Rashid Njai
LCDR Andrea Sharma
CDR Eddie Weiss
LT Matthew Weinburke



Summary

• A record year
• An outstanding team
• A superlative effort

THANK YOU!


